
CRITICAL READING 

(adapted from: Critical Reading. Elizabeth Browning; revised by Karen Kyger and Cate Bombick, Howard 
Community College Faculty:  https://pressbooks.howardcc.edu/criticalreadingcriticalwriting/chapter/
chapter-1-critical-reading/. August 2022)


“Critical”/critic = from Latin

to make judgments,

" & kriterion “means for judging, standard”; further, 
from krinein "to separate, decide" (from PIE root *krei- "to sieve," thus "discriminate, 
distinguish"). 

	 	 (from etymonline.com: https://www.etymonline.com/wordcritical#etymonline_v_29088)


“Reading does not come naturally. It is not an instinct that you were born with — rather, it 
is a cultural development that began 6,000 years ago when humans began to use symbols to 
represent ideas…Reading is a learned skill that relies on interaction nature, nurture, and 
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High School Reading College Reading

Primary Types :   Textbook, 
literature

Primary Types:   Textbook, literature, persuasive 
analysis, research, multimedia sources, self-
selected material

Student Expectations: Read to find 
the main idea, share opinions, and 
make personal connections





tweet from the previous image, for example. Critical reading can help you hone your 




