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The College Board 
The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-proǬt organization that connects students
to college success and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board was created to
expand access to higher education. Today, the membership association is made up of
over 6,000 of the worlds leading education institutions and is dedicated to promoting
excellence and equity in education. Each year, the College Board helps more than seven
million students prepare for a successful transition to college through programs and
services in college readiness and college success²including the SATÉ and the Advanced
Placement ProgramÉ. The organization also serves the education community through
research and advocacy on behalf of students, educators, and schools.

For further information, visit 

http://collegeboard.org
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Sample Questions 
(11) And now tonight, with twenty-four hours to  
go, they had somehow managed to bring it o�.  Directions for questions 1-18 

(12) Giddy in the unfamiliar feel of make-up and  
costumes on this �rst warm evening of the year, they  
had forgotten to be afraid: they had let the movement  
of the play come and carry them and break like a  
wave; and maybe it sounded corny (and what if it  
did?) but they had all put their hearts into their work.  

Read the passage(s) below and answer the question 
based on what is stated or implied in the passage(s) and 
in any introductory material that may be provided. 

(13) Could anyone ever ask for more than that? 

From Richard Yates, Revolutionary Road. ©1989 by Richard 
Yates. Originally published in 1961. 

1. �e contrasCID 138 w
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Passage 1 

Green Bank, West Virginia, is a tech-savvy teenager’s 
nightmare. In this tiny town in Pocahontas County— 
population 143—wireless signals are illegal. No 
cell phones. No WiFi. No radio. No Bluetooth. No 
electronic transmitters at all. You’re not even allowed 
to cozy up to an electric blanket. 

�e remote town is smack in the center of the 
National Radio Quiet Zone, a 13,000 square 
mile stretch of land designated by the Federal 
Communications Commission to protect two 
government radio telescopes from human-made 
interference. �e rules are most strict in Green 
Bank. So strict that a police o�cer roves the streets 
listening for forbidden wireless signals. 

It’s necessary, though. �e town is home to the 
Green Bank Telescope, the largest steerable radio 
telescope in the world—and arguably our most 
powerful link to the cosmos. Scientists there listen 
to radio energy that has journeyed light years, 
unlocking secrets about how the stars and galaxies 
formed. A rogue radio signal could prevent 
potential discoveries, discoveries that could answer 
big questions about how the universe ticks. 

Adapted from Lucas Reilly, “�e West Virginia Town Where 
Wireless Signals Are Illegal.” ©2013 by Mental Floss, Inc. 

Passage 2 
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�e �rst album that singer Leehom Wang bought 
as an adolescent was the Beastie Boys’ Licensed 
to Ill
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Directions for questions 19-20 
Sherry Turkle of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology has been writing about human-
technology interactions for the past three 
decades. She has become increasingly wary of 
the capacity of online spaces to ful�ll us in the 
ways we seem to want them to. According to 
Turkle, part of the problem with the internet is 
that it encourages self-invention. “At the screen,” 
she writes in Alone Together
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9. Choice C is the best answer. The narrator uses all of the listed words and phrases to
convey the irregularity of downtown Manhattan: its streets are ®crazy,¯ and the land has
®a certain curve to it at the bottom of the island, like a dinosaur head, bumpy on the right
and straight on the left, a swooping majestic bottom.¯ Choices A and B are incorrect
because the listed words and phrases are about downtown Manhattan, not about the
narrators approach to mapmaking or attitude toward drawing. Choice D is incorrect
because the passage does not describe how a landscape can change; everything
presented in the passage occurs over a relatively short period of time. 

10. Choice D is the best answer. The passage begins by listing some of the advantages
Wharton enjoyed: being born into ®one of the leading families of New York,¯
maintaining ®multiple establishments,¯ traveling ®in the highest style, with a host of
servants,¯ having ®several inheritances,¯ being the author of ®best-selling Ǭction,¯
and earning $130,000 in a Depression year. The passage concludes with a list of
disadvantages Wharton labored under: women in her ®social set¯ were expected to
be ®ornamental, well-sheltered, intellectually idle agents of their interwoven clans,¯
and Wharton was ®awkward,¯ ®teased¯ by her older brothers, and ®out of sympathy
with her intensely conventional mother.¯ Choice A is incorrect because the passage
does not follow a chronological structure. Choice B is incorrect because the passage
conveys only one theme of Whartons work (®mother-daughter disharmony¯). Choice
C is incorrect because the passage focuses on Wharton exclusively. 

11. Choice D is the best answer. The author notes that the new dinosaur ®should have 
been a meat eater¯ given that it had ®an ancestry that links it to Tyrannosaurus rex,¯ 
which, the author implies, was itself a meat eater. Like the T. rex, C. diegosuarezi
had ®sturdy back legs,¯ a ®thin body,¯ and ®short, stout arms¯ that ®made it look a bit
like T. rex.¯ C. diegosaurezi, however, had other features that linked it to herbivores.
Choices A and B are incorrect because there is no evidence in the passage that the
author thinks C. diegosuarezi
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14. Choice A is the best answer. The main focus of the passage is on the variety of the
responsibilities of a construction manager, who must ®learn a construction project
from the planning stage . . . to the budgeting stage . . . to the production stage¯ and
must ®obtain work permits, hire contractors, troubleshoot emergencies, schedule
walkthroughs and keep clients informed on work timetables and progress.¯ Choices
B and D are incorrect because there is no information in the passage about the
educational background required of a construction manager or about the amount of
stress the construction manager career inǮicts. Choice C is incorrect because there
is no information in the passage about the kind of person for whom a construction
manager career would be suitable beyond the broad claim that it is ®ideal for someone
who has a general interest in building a design.¯ 

15. Choice A is the best answer. The author asserts that The Pickwick Papers ®truly
popularized¯ the form of the serialized novel, noting that the Ǭrst installment had a
print order of 1,000 copies and that circulation had climbed to 40,000 ®by the time the
Ǭnal entry was published.¯ Choice B is incorrect because the passage indicates that
unresolved plots and elliptical section breaks were merely features of serialized novels,
ones that helped promote serializations success but were not themselves evidence of
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