
NEXT-GENERATION 

Reading 
Sample Questions 



ACCUPLACER Next-Generation Reading  © 2017 The College Board. 1 

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�

�

�

The College Board 
7KH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�LV�D�PLVVLRQ�GULYHQ�QRW�IRU�SURƮW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�FRQQHFWV�VWXGHQWV
WR�FROOHJH�VXFFHVV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLW\��)RXQGHG�LQ�������WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�ZDV�FUHDWHG�WR
H[SDQG�DFFHVV�WR�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��7RGD\��WKH�PHPEHUVKLS�DVVRFLDWLRQ�LV�PDGH�XS�RI
RYHU�������RI�WKH�ZRUOGoV�OHDGLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�SURPRWLQJ
H[FHOOHQFH�DQG�HTXLW\�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ��(DFK�\HDU��WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�KHOSV�PRUH�WKDQ�VHYHQ
PLOOLRQ�VWXGHQWV�SUHSDUH�IRU�D�VXFFHVVIXO�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�FROOHJH�WKURXJK�SURJUDPV�DQG
VHUYLFHV�LQ�FROOHJH�UHDGLQHVV�DQG�FROOHJH�VXFFHVVtLQFOXGLQJ�WKH�6$7��DQG�WKH�$GYDQFHG
3ODFHPHQW�3URJUDP���7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DOVR�VHUYHV�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�FRPPXQLW\�WKURXJK
UHVHDUFK�DQG�DGYRFDF\�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�VWXGHQWV��HGXFDWRUV��DQG�VFKRROV�

)RU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��YLVLW�

http://collegeboard.org
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Sample Questions 
(11) And now tonight, with twenty-four hours to  
go, they had somehow managed to bring it o�.  Directions for questions 1-18 

(12) Giddy in the unfamiliar feel of make-up and  
costumes on this �rst warm evening of the year, they  
had forgotten to be afraid: they had let the movement  
of the play come and carry them and break like a  
wave; and maybe it sounded corny (and what if it  
did?) but they had all put their hearts into their work.  

Read the passage(s) below and answer the question 
based on what is stated or implied in the passage(s) and 
in any introductory material that may be provided. 

(13) Could anyone ever ask for more than that? 

From Richard Yates, Revolutionary Road. ©1989 by Richard 
Yates. Originally published in 1961. 

1. �e contrasCID 138 w
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Passage 1 

Green Bank, West Virginia, is a tech-savvy teenager’s 
nightmare. In this tiny town in Pocahontas County— 
population 143—wireless signals are illegal. No 
cell phones. No WiFi. No radio. No Bluetooth. No 
electronic transmitters at all. You’re not even allowed 
to cozy up to an electric blanket. 

�e remote town is smack in the center of the 
National Radio Quiet Zone, a 13,000 square 
mile stretch of land designated by the Federal 
Communications Commission to protect two 
government radio telescopes from human-made 
interference. �e rules are most strict in Green 
Bank. So strict that a police o�cer roves the streets 
listening for forbidden wireless signals. 

It’s necessary, though. �e town is home to the 
Green Bank Telescope, the largest steerable radio 
telescope in the world—and arguably our most 
powerful link to the cosmos. Scientists there listen 
to radio energy that has journeyed light years, 
unlocking secrets about how the stars and galaxies 
formed. A rogue radio signal could prevent 
potential discoveries, discoveries that could answer 
big questions about how the universe ticks. 

Adapted from Lucas Reilly, “�e West Virginia Town Where 
Wireless Signals Are Illegal.” ©2013 by Mental Floss, Inc. 

Passage 2 
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�e �rst album that singer Leehom Wang bought 
as an adolescent was the Beastie Boys’ Licensed 
to Ill; his �rst concert was Heart, at the War 
Memorial in Rochester, New York. As for Chinese 
pop music, though, Wang says he recalls hearing it 
only once as a youngster—when his singer uncle, 
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Directions for questions 19-20 
Sherry Turkle of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology has been writing about human-
technology interactions for the past three 
decades. She has become increasingly wary of 
the capacity of online spaces to ful�ll us in the 
ways we seem to want them to. According to 
Turkle, part of the problem with the internet is 
that it encourages self-invention. “At the screen,” 
she writes in Alone Together (2011), “you have a 
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9. Choice C is the best answer. 7KH�QDUUDWRU�XVHV�DOO�RI�WKH�OLVWHG�ZRUGV�DQG�SKUDVHV�WR
FRQYH\�WKH�LUUHJXODULW\�RI�GRZQWRZQ�0DQKDWWDQ��LWV�VWUHHWV�DUH�pFUD]\�q�DQG�WKH�ODQG�KDV
pD�FHUWDLQ�FXUYH�WR�LW�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�LVODQG��OLNH�D�GLQRVDXU�KHDG��EXPS\�RQ�WKH�ULJKW
DQG�VWUDLJKW�RQ�WKH�OHIW��D�VZRRSLQJ�PDMHVWLF�ERWWRP�q�&KRLFHV�$�DQG�%�DUH�LQFRUUHFW
EHFDXVH�WKH�OLVWHG�ZRUGV�DQG�SKUDVHV�DUH�DERXW�GRZQWRZQ�0DQKDWWDQ��QRW�DERXW�WKH
QDUUDWRUoV�DSSURDFK�WR�PDSPDNLQJ�RU�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUG�GUDZLQJ��&KRLFH�'�LV�LQFRUUHFW
EHFDXVH�WKH�SDVVDJH�GRHV�QRW�GHVFULEH�KRZ�D�ODQGVFDSH�FDQ�FKDQJH��HYHU\WKLQJ
SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�RFFXUV�RYHU�D�UHODWLYHO\�VKRUW�SHULRG�RI�WLPH� 

10. Choice D is the best answer. 7KH�SDVVDJH�EHJLQV�E\�OLVWLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV
:KDUWRQ�HQMR\HG��EHLQJ�ERUQ�LQWR�pRQH�RI�WKH�OHDGLQJ�IDPLOLHV�RI�1HZ�<RUN�q
PDLQWDLQLQJ�pPXOWLSOH�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�q�WUDYHOLQJ�pLQ�WKH�KLJKHVW�VW\OH��ZLWK�D�KRVW�RI
VHUYDQWV�q�KDYLQJ�pVHYHUDO�LQKHULWDQFHV�q�EHLQJ�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�pEHVW�VHOOLQJ�ƮFWLRQ�q
DQG�HDUQLQJ����������LQ�D�'HSUHVVLRQ�\HDU��7KH�SDVVDJH�FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�D�OLVW�RI
GLVDGYDQWDJHV�:KDUWRQ�ODERUHG�XQGHU��ZRPHQ�LQ�KHU�pVRFLDO�VHWq�ZHUH�H[SHFWHG�WR
EH�pRUQDPHQWDO��ZHOO�VKHOWHUHG��LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�LGOH�DJHQWV�RI�WKHLU�LQWHUZRYHQ�FODQV�q
DQG�:KDUWRQ�ZDV�pDZNZDUG�q�pWHDVHGq�E\�KHU�ROGHU�EURWKHUV��DQG�pRXW�RI�V\PSDWK\
ZLWK�KHU�LQWHQVHO\�FRQYHQWLRQDO�PRWKHU�q�&KRLFH�$�LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�SDVVDJH
GRHV�QRW�IROORZ�D�FKURQRORJLFDO�VWUXFWXUH��&KRLFH�%�LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�SDVVDJH
FRQYH\V�RQO\�RQH�WKHPH�RI�:KDUWRQoV�ZRUN��pPRWKHU�GDXJKWHU�GLVKDUPRQ\q���&KRLFH
&�LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�SDVVDJH�IRFXVHV�RQ�:KDUWRQ�H[FOXVLYHO\� 

11. Choice D is the best answer. 7KH�DXWKRU�QRWHV�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�GLQRVDXU�pVKRXOG�KDYH 
EHHQ�D�PHDW�HDWHUq�JLYHQ�WKDW�LW�KDG�pDQ�DQFHVWU\�WKDW�OLQNV�LW�WR�Tyrannosaurus rex�q�
ZKLFK��WKH�DXWKRU�LPSOLHV��ZDV�LWVHOI�D�PHDW�HDWHU��/LNH�WKH�T. rex��C. diegosuarezi
KDG�pVWXUG\�EDFN�OHJV�q�D�pWKLQ�ERG\�q�DQG�pVKRUW��VWRXW�DUPVq�WKDW�pPDGH�LW�ORRN�D�ELW
like T. rex�q�C. diegosaurezi��KRZHYHU��KDG�RWKHU�IHDWXUHV�WKDW�OLQNHG�LW�WR�KHUELYRUHV�
&KRLFHV�$�DQG�%�DUH�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�LV�QR�HYLGHQFH�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�WKDW�WKH
DXWKRU�WKLQNV�C. diegosuarezi
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14. Choice A is the best answer. 7KH�PDLQ�IRFXV�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�LV�RQ�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�WKH
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�D�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�PDQDJHU��ZKR�PXVW�pOHDUQ�D�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURMHFW
IURP�WKH�SODQQLQJ�VWDJH�������WR�WKH�EXGJHWLQJ�VWDJH�������WR�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�VWDJHq�DQG
PXVW�pREWDLQ�ZRUN�SHUPLWV��KLUH�FRQWUDFWRUV��WURXEOHVKRRW�HPHUJHQFLHV��VFKHGXOH
ZDONWKURXJKV�DQG�NHHS�FOLHQWV�LQIRUPHG�RQ�ZRUN�WLPHWDEOHV�DQG�SURJUHVV�q�&KRLFHV
%�DQG�'�DUH�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�LV�QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�DERXW�WKH
HGXFDWLRQDO�EDFNJURXQG�UHTXLUHG�RI�D�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�PDQDJHU�RU�DERXW�WKH�DPRXQW�RI
VWUHVV�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�PDQDJHU�FDUHHU�LQưLFWV��&KRLFH�&�LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKHUH
LV�QR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�DERXW�WKH�NLQG�RI�SHUVRQ�IRU�ZKRP�D�FRQVWUXFWLRQ
PDQDJHU�FDUHHU�ZRXOG�EH�VXLWDEOH�EH\RQG�WKH�EURDG�FODLP�WKDW�LW�LV�pLGHDO�IRU�VRPHRQH
ZKR�KDV�D�JHQHUDO�LQWHUHVW�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�D�GHVLJQ�q 

15. Choice A is the best answer. 7KH�DXWKRU�DVVHUWV�WKDW�The Pickwick Papers�pWUXO\
SRSXODUL]HGq�WKH�IRUP�RI�WKH�VHULDOL]HG�QRYHO��QRWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�ƮUVW�LQVWDOOPHQW�KDG�D
SULQW�RUGHU�RI�������FRSLHV�DQG�WKDW�FLUFXODWLRQ�KDG�FOLPEHG�WR��������pE\�WKH�WLPH�WKH
ƮQDO�HQWU\�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�q�&KRLFH�%�LV�LQFRUUHFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�SDVVDJH�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW
XQUHVROYHG�SORWV�DQG�HOOLSWLFDO�VHFWLRQ�EUHDNV�ZHUH�PHUHO\�IHDWXUHV�RI�VHULDOL]HG�QRYHOV�
RQHV�WKDW�KHOSHG�SURPRWH�VHULDOL]DWLRQoV�VXFFHVV�EXW�ZHUH�QRW�WKHPVHOYHV�HYLGHQFH�RI
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